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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

This is in response to the Official Action dated February 5, 2010. 
Restriction has been required and in reply, Applicants hereby elect the invention 
identified as Group I. 

Election of Species has been required for both the protective material and preservatives, 
as set forth on page 3 of the Official Action. 

In reply, Applicants hereby elect a linear or branched, saturated or unsaturated aliphatic 
monocarboxylic acid having 12 to 22 carbon atoms as a specific protective material. If a more 
specific election is required, Applicants elect stearic acid. 

Applicants further elect propionic acid or a salt thereof as a specific preservative. If a 
more specific election is required Applicants elect propionic acid. 

Claims within Group I readable on the elected species are 1-12. 



The VSPTO is hereby authorized to charge any fees under 37 C. F.R. §§ 1. 16, 1. 1 7, and 1.492, which may be required by this 
paper to Deposit Account No. 23-0975. 



Favorable action on the merits is now requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Akira OKUTANI et al. 
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Matthew M. Jacob 
Registration No. 25,1 54 

MJ/kjf Attorney for Applicants 

Washington, D.C. 20005-1503 
Telephone (202) 721-8200 
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